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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The History of the Reformation of Religion in
Scotland It is really a loss to English and even to universal literature that Knox s hasty and strangely interesting,
impressive, and peculiar Book, called The History of the Reformation in Scotland, has not been rendered far
more extensively legible to serious mankind at large than is hitherto the case. There is in it, . a really singular
degree of clearness, sharp just insight and perspicacity, now and then of picturesqueness and visuality, as if the
thing was set before your eyes; and everywhere a feeling of the most perfect credibility and veracity: that is to
say altogether, of Knox s high qualities as an observer and narrator. This man, you can discern, has seized the
essential elements of the phenomenon, and done a right portrait of it; a man with an actually seeing eye.
Besides this perfect clearness, naivete, and almost unintentional picturesqueness, there are to be found in Knox
s swift flowing History many other kinds of geniality, and indeed of far higher excellences than are wont to be
included under that designation. The grand lItalian Dante is not more in earnest about this inscrutable
Immensity than Knox is. There is in Knox throughout the spirit of an old Hebrew Prophet, such as may have
been in Moses in the Desert at sight of the Burning Bush; spirit almost altogether unique among modern men;
and along with all this, in singular neighbourhood to it, a sympathy, a veiled tenderness of heart, veiled, but
deep and of piercing vehemence, and withal even an inward gaiety of soul, alive to the ridicule that dwells in
whatever is...
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