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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from A Discourse of English Poetrie: 1586 Very little is
known of the Author of this work. The suggestion that he was the William Webbe, M.A., one of the joint Authors
of a topographical book The Vale Royal, 1648, fol., is quite anachronistic. Messrs. Cooper, in Athena
Cantabrigiensis, ii. 12. Ed. 1861, state that our Author was a graduate of this University, but we have no means
of determining his college. One of this name, who was of St. John s College, was B.A. 1572-3 [the same year as
Spenser], as was another who was of Catharine Hall in 1581-2. His place of residence is unknown, although it
may perhaps be inferred that it was in or near the county of Suffolk. We have no information as to his position
in life, or the time or place of his death. He was evidently a man of superior intellect and no mean attainments.
[Our Author apparently witnessed Tancred and Gismund in 1568, and being evidently acquainted with Gabriel
Harvey and Spenser (who left Cambridge in 1578), must be the earlier graduate of the above two Webbes.] 1568.
Tancred and Gismund, written by five members of the Inner Temple, the first letters of whose names are
attached to the several acts, viz., Rod. Staff; Hen. No[well?]; G. All; Ch. Hat[ton?]; and R. W[ilmot]: is curiously
acted in view of her Majesty, by whom it was then princely accepted. Webbe appears to have been present at
the representation: see 1591. Mr. J. P. Collier in his edition of Dodsley s Old Plays, i. 153, prints from a MS. what is
apparently a portion of this Tragedy as it was...
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