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.dates from 1902. When I first visited Palestine, in 1890, the Jews
in Jerusalem were almost exclusively of old oriental Sephardic
families. Jerusalem was then still the old Jerusalem within the
walls. There were no houses without. Jewish colonization,
economic and philanthropic in character, had just then begun
on the Sharon plain, but what little there was in the way of
colonization was a feeble, unsuccessful exotic--an attempt to
replace the persecuted Jews of Russia on the land, where,
however, the Jew, unused to manual and especially farm labor,
sat under an umbrella to protect himself from the sun and
engaged native Syrians to do the work. On my next visit, in 1902,
more colonies had been planted, and a serious effort was being
made to turn the Jewish colonists into farmers. The majority of
the Jews who had come to Palestine, however, were...
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